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Nmety hohday food boxes sat
in the basement at St. Rita Cath--

olic-Church early Saturday, and
SaltyShannonwasnervous .
The need was blgger than

_Shannon had seen in13 years as -
~ a’St. Vincent de Paul volunteer, -
and supphes from the food bank
- were. ruaning low. St Rita pa-

rishioners -pulled. deep “from

 their own pockets to fill in.with
|  everything from candy canes to-
~ bright blue bags filled with. pota-
- toes. They braved a week of win-
_try weather to pack and orga-

But as’ delivery time amved )

streets-around the east Portland
church were emptied by a fresh
shick of snow. Shannon sat at a

~small table in'a comer, holding
- index cards with addresses orga-
|" nized by street. She didn’t kriow
| whatwould happen. -~

{ " And then volurnteers came, in
- ones and twos and threes, .with
1+ little. sedans -and - big  four-

wheelers, wearing .layers of

k sweatshirts and traction pads on
' their shoes. Within two hours,
{ . "thelast holiday boxes were flow-

ing otit the door and Shannon

-:wasbeanungmthrehef

"Thisis Christmas”
The wind bit Harry Guildner’s

faoe and fingers each time he

‘lowered his tailgate in front of six
unyhouses near the church, Bur
Guildnier; 4 retired union official

. from Nebraska, Wasn t bothered B
by the weathey.

DTS is Chnstmas,” he ‘said,

Dimmitt and Dlmmltt s son, Ke-

“windows swathed iri plastic to |
* keep in hieat. “Not going to Wal- |
© Mart and ‘buying presents. ThlS'

is what it's all about.”™

Wrth arecord number of Ore- :

~teceiving food stamps,

the pinber of holiday Tequests
been overwhelming at St. |.
f agencies in the' |

vin, approach a house that had | |

" 'They. knew it -would be a

~totigh Christmas™ in_the neigh-

horhoods ‘around St. Rita, St.

. Vincent de Paul volunteer Rita

Lambeit said. Since January, the

-number ~of families seeking
-weekly help from the church has
~tripled. '

At Snowcep Commumty

‘Charities in Gresham, applica- -
" ‘tiong for 1,050 food boxes were
_ filled in three days in early No-

vemmber.
. “That shocked ail of us,” Sald

'Snow'Cap - Executive - Director

Judy Alley. “That’s the first time
that it’s ever been like this, All

‘the rest of this time, this holiday

season, we've been saying no,

-which is not why any of us got

inte this line of work at all.”
Only half of SnowCap’s

scheduled drivers arrived Satur-

day morning, “but then a whole

different. group of volunteers, -
-people in big rigs; showed up 10
‘help,” Alley said. -

Donations Iaq _neéd

" Donations aren’t keeping up. -

Demand - for emergency. food
boxes is up 16 percent since last

‘year at the Portland Police Bu--

‘reaut Sunshine Division, but gifts
of food and clothing have falien

- 11 percent; program manager
Sara. Geurley said. Gifts of
-money dropped 20 percent.

- Yet Saturday, hundreds of vol-

~unteer drivers began lining up at

_sandwi
. holiday, she said.

5 am. to deliver 2,000 holiday

-food. boxes from the division's

North Portland warehouse. Most
came: extra early or made deliv- -
eries with tire chains and four-
wheel drives, she said.

“We got to a point where we
had to tum (volunteers} away,”
Gourley said. This year, “I think

_ peopIe are realiy into gwmg the1r

When Cathy Tackett SEW the
weather forecast, she wasn't sure -
what would happen. But, two
sets of S8t Rita volunteers

‘droppied by, une for Tackett and

another forahomeless friend.
The church has helped Tack- -

ett and her two daughters many -

times over the years, but the hol-

iday box — with everything nec-.
- essaty for a festive. dinner plus

basics such as tiina fish and pea-
nut butter —is special, she said. -
“Like the turkey, you know?
It's just a step beyond,” she said.
“It's big enough for the family,

_somethmg you sit down and eat' :

together.”

For her friend, who has been _
surviving on simple food: like
es, the box makes the

“And with the weather like it
is, this . .. could last a week of us
not havmg tor warry ahout gomg :
to the store " she said. ‘

. :
Catherine Trevison: 503-294-5971
clrevison@neaus.oregonian.com <.

Donate Your Vehicle|

) TaxDeductible + Free Pick-up * No Mlddle-man

 1:800-SA-TRUCK / www.SATRUCK.org E |
(1—800 728-7825) - _ )

~ DOING THE
"MOST GOOD




